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 20 October 2025
Dear GP's name or GP practice manager's name or Sexual health service manager’s name 

Re: NHS Pharmacy Contraception Service – expanded service 

I am writing to let you know that from 29th October 2025, the NHS Pharmacy Contraception Service is being expanded to include provision of oral emergency contraception. 

As a result, the service will provide:

· Initiation of oral contraception;
· Ongoing management and supply of oral contraception that was initiated in general practice, a sexual health clinic or a pharmacy; and
· Oral emergency contraception, where appropriate, to individuals of childbearing potential to reduce the risk of pregnancy after unprotected sexual intercourse or where regular contraception has been compromised or used incorrectly. 

All supplies will continue to be made under the authority of patient group directions (PGD), with appropriate checks, such as the measurement of the person’s blood pressure and body mass index (BMI), being undertaken, where necessary. PGDs for Levonorgestrel and Ulipristal are being introduced to the service to allow timely access to oral emergency contraception, where appropriate.

Links to an updated briefing on the service for general practice teams and sexual health clinic teams and an infographic for general practice and sexual health clinic teams can be found below.  
 
Community Pharmacy England Briefing for general practice and sexual health clinic teams – changes to the NHS Pharmacy Contraception Service

Infographic - Pharmacy Contraception Service: What GPs and Sexual Health clinics need to know

As the service includes the option for general practice or sexual health teams to signpost individuals who require oral emergency contraception and/or oral contraception, I would welcome the opportunity to discuss how we can continue to work together. I would be delighted to come to meet you and your team to discuss the service and to consider, as part of our discussion, the best process for signposting individuals to the pharmacy should you wish to do so.

Further information on the NHS Pharmacy Contraception Service can be found at cpe.org.uk/pcs.

If you would like to discuss this further or have any questions on the service, please do not hesitate to contact me and thank you for working with us since we commenced provision of the service back in [month 202X].

Yours sincerely



Pharmacist / Pharmacy manager's nameRole
