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<Short version>
Free NHS MenB vaccinations for young people
From 20th July 2026, pharmacies across England will offer a free NHS Meningococcal B (MenB) vaccine for eligible young people.
Meningococcal disease is a rare but serious infection that can cause meningitis or septicaemia. It can lead to long‑term disabilities and is fatal in around 10% of cases. The MenB vaccine protects against the most common strain in the UK.
Who can get the vaccine?
· Young people finishing Year 13 in summer 2026, born 1st Sept 2007–31st Aug 2008
· People under 25 starting university or certain residential further‑education settings for the first time in autumn 2026
The aim is to vaccinate before young people move into shared accommodation.
What happens at the pharmacy?
· A consultation to confirm eligibility for the vaccination
· Two doses of vaccine given, at least four weeks apart
· Advice on symptoms of meningitis and sepsis
· Your GP record is updated electronically
More information & booking
Read the UKHSA guide on MenB vaccines. Book an appointment at: www.nhs.uk/book-menb

<Long version>
Free NHS MenB vaccinations for young people
From 20th July 2026, pharmacies across England will begin offering a new free NHS Meningococcal B (MenB) Vaccination Service for eligible young people.
What is Meningococcal disease?
Meningococcal disease is a rare but serious infection that needs urgent hospital treatment. It can cause:
· Meningitis – infection of the lining of the brain and spinal cord
· Septicaemia – blood poisoning
Both can lead to life‑changing complications such as amputations, hearing loss, brain injury, and scarring. Sadly, around 1 in 10 cases is fatal.
The illness is caused by Neisseria meningitidis bacteria, which are grouped into types such as A, B, C, W and Y. Group B is currently the most common cause of meningococcal disease in the UK. The MenB vaccine helps protect against most strains of this group.
Who is eligible?
The service is available to:
· Young people finishing Year 13 in summer 2026, born between 1st September 2007 and 31st August 2008 — regardless of whether they plan to go to university, further education, or other pathways.
· People under 25 who are starting university or moving into certain residential further‑education settings for the first time in autumn 2026.
The aim is to vaccinate young people before they move into shared accommodation, where infections can spread more easily, and ahead of the usual autumn peak in infections (October–November).
What does the service involve?
Eligible individuals will have a consultation with a pharmacist or pharmacy technician to confirm suitability. The free vaccination course includes:
· Two doses, given at least four weeks apart
· Information on recognising the signs and symptoms of meningitis and sepsis
After vaccination, the pharmacy will send an electronic update to the person’s GP so their health record is kept up to date.
How to get more information or book an appointment
For more details, visit: A guide to the Meningococcal B vaccines – UK Health Security Agency
To book an appointment, go to: www.nhs.uk/book-menb

