2026/27 MenB Vaccination Service: Service reminder press release 
Local pharmacies help to protect against MenB  
Free NHS Meningococcal B (MenB) jabs are available from community pharmacies across [area] as they support efforts to protect young people against the most common cause of meningococcal disease in the UK. 
Here’s your guide to the service and how it works.
Who is eligible?
The service is available to: 
· All young people who completed Year 13 in summer 2026 and born between 1st September 2007 and 31st August 2008 (whether they plan to go to university, further education or have other plans after leaving school). 
· People under 25 years of age, born on or after 21st July 2001 and starting university or certain residential further education settings for the first time in autumn 2026. 
The aim is to vaccinate eligible individuals before they move into shared accommodation and ahead of the autumn peak season (October to November).  
Pharmacies offer a convenient location in which to be vaccinated, often without the need for an appointment. They are helping as many eligible young people as possible to get their doses of the MenB jab. 
What is MenB and why should those eligible get vaccinated? 

MenB bacteria can cause serious, life-threatening illnesses including meningitis and septicaemia which can both lead to sepsis. Being around lots of new people in shared living spaces like university halls increases the risk of the bacteria that cause meningococcal disease spreading. Students in their first year of university have a risk that is about 7 times higher than that of young people of a similar age who do not go to university. Getting vaccinated early is one of the most important things young people can do to protect themselves.

Young people in the eligible groups will have been offered a MenACWY vaccine in year 9 or year 10. This vaccine protects against other kinds of meningococcal bacteria but will not help protect against MenB disease. So, even if someone has already received the MenACWY vaccine, getting the MenB vaccine is important.
How many doses are needed? 
Two doses are needed for protection. The second dose should be given at least 28 days after the first, and it then takes a further 2 weeks for the body to build a good level of immunity. That means the whole process takes around 6 weeks from start to finish, which is why it's important for those who are eligible to get a first dose as early as possible - ideally well before the autumn term begins. 
Is the start of term too late?
While the risk increases as young people begin being around lots of new people in shared living spaces like university halls, vaccination can still provide young people with protection.
Young people who have had their first dose of the vaccine are encouraged to go to a pharmacy to have their second dose, as this is vital for full protection.
What is involved in the MenB Vaccination Service? 
Individuals will receive a consultation with a pharmacist or pharmacy technician to confirm eligibility and suitability. They will be provided a free vaccination course consisting of two doses given at least four weeks apart. Those vaccinated will also receive information on the signs and symptoms of meningitis and sepsis. 
The pharmacy will then send an electronic message to the person’s GP surgery so their health record can be updated.  
Where can people get more information and how can young people book an appointment? 
For more information please visit: 
A guide to the Meningococcal B vaccines that help to protect against meningitis and septicaemia – UK Health Security Agency 
Appointments can be booked at www.nhs.uk/book-menb or by scanning the QR code below. 
[image: The image depicts a black QR code with a white patterned background, containing a series of black dots.

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

[Insert quote from local pharmacy owner or pharmacist] 
Suggested: Our pharmacy has been providing the Meningitis B (MenB) Vaccination Service since the service began earlier this year. Following the tragic Kent meningitis outbreak, we want to ensure our community’s eligible young people are protected. I have been providing vaccinations and other public health services for many years, and my patients are extremely grateful to have access to these services close to home. 
Community pharmacies like ours are the most accessible healthcare locations, offering convenient access to medicines and a range of services on a walk-in basis. This is particularly beneficial for MenB jabs as young people begin to transition to new beginnings and to meet lots of new people. 
[Insert quote from a representative of the LPC] 
Suggested: Community pharmacy provision of NHS Meningitis B jabs gives eligible young people convenient access to this vaccination. Many young people already know their local pharmacy provides quick and easy healthcare advice and treatment. 
We would encourage eligible young people who have not yet had their first dose or are due their second dose to visit their pharmacy now. Pharmacy teams are ready to help protect you. 
--- 
Notes for Editors 
From 20th July 2026, community pharmacies have been providing free NHS MenB Vaccinations to protect all Year 13 pupils and those born on or after 21st July 2001 who will either be attending university as undergraduates for the first time in autumn 2026 or starting at some further education colleges for the first time in Autumn 2026 and living at further education accommodation. 
There are c10,400 community pharmacies in England and over 8,000 (c76%) have signed up to provide the national MenB Vaccination Service. 
Information for the public about MenB vaccination (including eligibility for the free NHS MenB jabs) can be found on the NHS website. 
Full details of the 2026/27 time-limited MenB vaccination programme are available on the NHS England website and from the UK Health Security Agency.
Additional background information on the community pharmacy service can be found on the Community Pharmacy England website. 
For all media enquiries, please contact: [LPC email and telephone number] 
About name of LPC 
[Add in your own introductory text about an LPC’s role or use our standard wording below.]
Name of LPC is the local voice of community pharmacy. We are the focus for all community pharmacists and community pharmacy owners in the area and we are an independent and representative group for our locality. 
The LPC works locally with NHS England, the Integrated Care Board, Local Authorities and other healthcare professionals to help plan healthcare services.
The LPC negotiates and discusses pharmacy services with commissioners and is available to give advice to community pharmacy owners and others wanting to know more about local pharmacy. 
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