
Press Release for MPs - Winter 2026/27 Flu Season

LOCAL MP [name] BACKS NHS WINTER FLU VACCINATION DRIVE

Today/this week [MP name] visited [pharmacy name] to learn more about how local pharmacies are helping keep people healthy this winter, as part of the NHS winter flu vaccination programme.

Pharmacies like [pharmacy name] dispense vital medicines as well as offering a range of healthcare services, including flu jabs. Last year, pharmacies across the country delivered 4.68 million flu jabs, 2.1 million COVID-19 vaccinations (over 50% of all COVID-19 vaccinations) nationally [swap for local statistic if you have].

During the visit [MP name] heard about how pharmacies are now offering a wide range of services including Pharmacy First and winter vaccinations. They learned about some of the operational challenges with delivering these services, as well as how they benefit local patients and communities.  

[MP name] encourages people who are eligible for NHS flu vaccinations in [constituency] to protect themselves against flu. Getting vaccinated is one of the best ways for eligible groups of people to reduce the risk of serious illness and protect the most vulnerable in the community. The flu virus changes every year, so annual vaccination is vital to stay protected. And many people value the convenience of getting vaccinated at a pharmacy.

The NHS offers free flu vaccinations to those most at risk, including people aged 65 and over and those with long-term health conditions (such as asthma and diabetes). For anybody wishing to book their flu jab, give your local pharmacy a call or go to the NHS website: www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-flu-vaccination

The NHS also offers free NHS COVID-19 vaccinations to certain people to protect the most vulnerable against COVID-19. The COVID-19 vaccines are offered because viruses change and protection fades over time. It is, therefore, important to top up your protection if you are eligible. So, if you know you are eligible, give your local pharmacy a call or go to the NHS website: 
ww.nhs.uk/nhs-services/vaccination-and-booking-services/book-covid-19-vaccination/ 

Before the flu and COVID-19 season began, [pharmacy name] has already been busy providing Meningitis B (MenB) vaccinations this summer. Offered through a new vaccination programme for young people, pharmacies across the country delivered over 246,000 MenB vaccinations in the first six weeks of the service.

[Request quote from local MP’s team – do not use a quote unless permission granted. Some will prefer a draft quote for them to sign off, see an example below.]  

[Local MP] commented: “As winter approaches, it is important that as many people as possible who are eligible get their free NHS flu and NHS COVID-19 jabs. Vaccinations help keep you and your loved ones safe, and vaccination helps reduce some of the demand on our GPs and hospitals this winter. 

“Our network of pharmacies are doing amazing work in their communities, acting as the front door to the NHS for many millions of patients across the country.”

[Local pharmacy owner] said: “We were pleased to be able to showcase our pharmacy’s essential services to the MP today. Pharmacies like ours are delivering preventative, accessible care every day – from vaccinations to advice and treatment. To continue expanding our support for patients and reduce strain on the wider NHS, we need greater certainty around future funding and recognition of the value we bring.”

-ends- 

[insert contact email and telephone number]

Notes for Editors

There are c10,400 community pharmacies in England and the majority choose to offer the national Flu Vaccination Service. They provide ~33% of all adult NHS flu jabs.

From 1st October, community pharmacies can provide a free NHS flu vaccination to:

· including people aged 65 and over
· adults and children aged 2 and over with long-term health conditions (such as asthma and diabetes)
· all 2- and 3-year-old children
· all school age children (although this will be initially offered via their school’s service)
· frontline health and social care workers
· carers
· close contacts of immunocompromised individuals
· those experiencing homelessness

Pregnant women can be vaccinated from 1st September.

Further information for the public about flu vaccination can be found on the NHS website.

Full details of the 2026/27 flu immunisation programme are available in the annual flu letter.

The cohorts eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination in England in autumn 2026 are:

· Adults aged 75 years and over;
· Residents in care homes for older adults; and
· Individuals aged 6 months and over who are immunosuppressed.*

*Note, community pharmacies can only provide vaccinations from 5 years and above.

Further information for the public about COVID-19 vaccination can be found on the NHS website.

Full guidance about the COVID-19 programme for autumn 2026 and spring 2027 are available on the GOV.UK website.

Additional background information on the community pharmacy seasonal vaccination services – COVID-19 and adult flu can be found on the Community Pharmacy England website.


